

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


Blindness isn’t funny – but laughing can help find a cure

Toronto, March 15, 2011 – Comic Vision, a comedy fundraiser to combat blindness takes place on April 28, 2011 at the Kool Haus in Toronto.  All money raised from Comic Vision goes to the Foundation Fighting Blindness (FFB), a national charity funding vision research at hospitals and universities across Canada.

“At the age of 5, my oldest son Gavin was diagnosed with retinitis pigmentosa (RP), a degenerative eye disease that is slowly stealing his sight,” says Ann Morrison, Comic Vision co-founder.  “I wanted to do something to help my son and with some family and friends, we created Comic Vision, a stand-up comedy fundraiser.”  

“In its inaugural year, 1999, Comic Vision raised $9,000 in a small comedy club,” says Meg Soper, Comic Vision co-founder, and comedian. “To-date, Comic Vision has generated over $2.7 million dollars in support of the FFB and vision research.”

The evening includes a night of hilarious comedy with comedians Graham Chittenden, James Cunningham and Debra DiGiovanni with complimentary beer, wine and hors d’oeuvres for guests to enjoy. Guests can bid in the live auction and laugh themselves silly during fundraising games. 

“We wanted to create an event that would raise awareness and fundraise for vision research, we had no idea the overwhelming support we would receive” says Ann.  

Money raised will support the FFB’s innovative projects, including stem cell and gene therapies to save and restore sight, in partnership with the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR). These ambitious projects aim to restore sight to people living with vision loss due to retinitis pigmentosa and macular degeneration, the leading causes of blindness among children and people aged 50 plus, respectively.  Success in these studies could mean future clinical trials for patients in Canada.  

“We couldn’t have done this without the support of the community,” says Meg.  “We are very thankful for everyone’s continued generosity at the event, which ultimately supports a great cause. This is a night of hope for people living with vision loss, like Gavin.”

Comic Vision happens in five cities across Canada in London (April 26), Oakville (April 27), Toronto (April 28), Vancouver (May 4), and Calgary (May 5).  For more information about Comic Vision, visit www.comicvision.ca.  


Comic Vision 2011 Stand-up Comics – Ontario
Comic Vision comedian, Graham Chittenden has performed at Just For Laughs, on CBC Radio’s The Debaters, had his own Comedy Now! special and was a finalist in the 2009 Great Canadian Laugh Off.  

James Cunningham has appeared on Last Comic Standing, Just for Laughs, Comedy Inc, Comedy Now! and was the MC for both Bill Clinton’s and Richard Branson’s Toronto events. Debra DiGiovanni is known for her role as a juror on Video on Trial on Much Music. She was also a top ten finalist on Last Comic Standing and has had two specials on Comedy Now!  

Comic Vision 2011 Sponsors
Comic Vision 2011 presented by Bell Canada; Encore Sponsors: Air Canada, CIBC, KPMG and Nokia Canada; Major Event Sponsors: Huawei Technologies (Canada) Co Ltd, RBC, TD Securities Inc, Broadbridge Financial Solutions, Ledcor Technical Services, Bayer, Samsung, Sirius, Alcon and HTC;  Opening Act Sponsors: Andrew Peller Ltd, Lindt & Sprungli (Canada) Inc, Shred-it, Research In Motion Limited, Onward Manufacturing Company, Credit Suisse Securities (Canada) Inc, Gluskin Sheff, BMO Nesbitt Burns, Stikeman Elliott, Swiss Chalet; Media Sponsor: The Globe and Mail; Accessible Broadcast Sponsor: Accessible Media, Inc.

About the Foundation Fighting Blindness (FFB)
The Foundation Fighting Blindness, Canada’s largest registered charity for sight saving research, has contributed over $19 million to cutting edge research into the causes, treatments and cures for retinitis pigmentosa, macular degeneration and related retinal eye diseases. “A Cure is in Sight” thanks to Foundation funded discoveries. The Foundation is also known by its signature events: Comic Vision, Cycle for Sight, Ride for Sight, and Vision Quest.  Visit www.ffb.ca or call 1.800.461.3331 for the latest in vision research. 
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Media inquiries please contact:

Marina Pellas, Communications Coordinator
Foundation Fighting Blindness
e: mpellas@ffb.ca / t: 416.360.4200 ext 222

Erin George, Communications Manager
Foundation Fighting Blindness
e: egeorge@ffb.ca | t: 416.360.4200 ext 225
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